Students of psychiatry, requiring short and pocketable texts on the topics, might find A4 on perception (mostly visual) and 'information', and D4 on individual differences, suitable. For unit B it would be essential to consult the prejudices of one's teachers and examiners. They, and clinicians in the field, would find some interesting and cogent reflections upon the history and present unsatisfactory state of clinical psychology in F4 on Community Psychology. Some other books in the series-for example, D3 on Personality Theory and F3 on Clinical Psychology -also look as though they would have clinical relevance, judging by their authors.
In view of the heterogeneity of this small selection from a large series, probably the best advice a reviewer could give would be to leaf through one of the books on a topic of interest at a local bookshop. They are easily read: indeed a whole book could be perused in a few visits at some tolerant establishments. The first five chapters form a logical sequence, dealing with the nature of psychiatric disorder and of psychiatric diagnosis in general: there follows a discussion of these topics in relation to schizophrenia. There are three chapters on aspects of management (ECT, psychosurgery, and compulsory admission). The final chapter, on psychiatric services, is less compelling.
Anyone interested in modern psychiatry should read this book. All psychiatrists should have a copy of it.
